Return to the Struggle
the crime, never forgot it. He concluded with the
famous words, " The enemy stands at the right/5 his
finger pointing to the right of the Reichstag. But
alas ! Dr. Wirth's statesmanship did not keep pace
with his great oratory. A courageous cleaning out of
the republic's enemies could not be carried through
in alliance with the German People's party (Deutsche
Volkspartei)) the party of heavy industry with its
reactionaries and monarchists. When the offer of
the Independent Socialists to collaborate with the
cabinet of Dr. Wirth became known, the answer of
the Catholic or Centre party (Centrum] was in the
negative. The German People's party even demanded
extension of the cabinet towards the Right ! Dr. Wirth,
instead of putting before his own Catholic party his
clear decision to collaborate with all republicans,
including all democratic labour parties, gave up the
idea of extending his government to the Left.
After this weak attitude the chapters that followed
did not surprise those of us who realized that the
Rathenau murder had created a new revolutionary
situation. There had appeared the possibility that
an immediate appeal to the electorate would send to
the Reichstag a majority more likely to take drastic
measures for the safety of the republic. But no such
appeal was made. Instead, it was left to the Reichs-
tag, as it was then constituted, to answer the attack
on the republic. This it did by drafting a " law for
the protection of the republic " and creating a special
Central Court for the Protection of the Republic.
These new laws could achieve their purpose only if
at the same time the great clean-up in the administra-
tion, the army, and the courts were accomplished and